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The aim of the Alerting System for
Chemical Health Threats - Phase Il
(ASHTII) project is to improve the

speed and effectiveness of public

health response to toxic exposures
following deliberate or accidental

chemical incidents.

Currently, no standardised format or protocol for sharing
information or issuing alerts about chemical incidents
throughout EU Member States exists. Therefore, the
European Union Public Health Programme funded

the Alerting System and Health Surveillance System
project (ASHTI), which demonstrated poison centres
are a feasible resource to detect sentinel events

and culminated in outlining the concepts required to
establish a Rapid Alert System for CHEMical health
threats (RAS-CHEM). The ASHTI project was successful
in envisaging an improved communication structure
required for a successful rapid Alerting System for
chemical Health Threats. The second phase of the ASHTII
project will improve upon the current data transfer
systems and information sharing and will develop
mechanisms (and strategies) for analysing and reporting
information between health professionals, from poisons
centres to national public health officials.

RAS-CHEM and EUPC forum reporting process
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Project Progress

RAS-CHEM has been extended to include a tiered-access
alerting system for chemical health threats; the lower
tier of RAS-CHEM is comprised of the European Union
poison centre (EUPC) Forum that enables poison centres
to communicate with each other directly. RAS-CHEM

is reserved for national public health authorities and
health ministries to communicate events that may

have potential public health impact (either nationally,
or internationally). For both facets of the alerting
system to operate successfully the incorporation of
standardised terminology to describe clinical effects
has been recommended. A standardised chemical agent
classification system is also under review for inclusion
in the system. Guidance has been developed for adding
chemical agents to RAS-CHEM in the future.

Within the project we have engaged with national public
health officials and health ministries. This has shown
that a range of mechanisms exist for reporting chemical
health threats in participating Member State countries.

Extensive high level discussions about ASHTII and
feedback on the project is very positive. RAS-CHEM
is viewed as a practical and valuable addition to the
European Union and the Health Emergency Operation
Facility (HEOF).

EU exercises are planned to evaluate RAS-CHEM and
will provide opportunity to engage additional key
stakeholders and Member State Authorities.

We are very pleased to announce that we have three
new collaborating partners:

= National Institute of Health, Rome, Italy.

= American Association of Poison Control Centres
(AAPCC), USA

= National Poisons Information Centre, Ireland.

If you would like further information about the project
or would like to become a collaborating partner please
contact asht@HPA.org.uk or visit www.hpa.org.uk/
ASHTII.



